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An Extract 

Of a Printed Letter, adelrcffed to the Publiflier, by M. Jean Denis, 
D.of Phyfick, and Prof, of the Mathematicks at Vzi&joticbing 
the differences rifen about the Transfufion of iiloud, 

A [ter that the Author of thcfc ,Tra<fts, having been defind from his Parisian 
cnrrefpondcnts,to inform them, whether the Magiftrate of London had forbid 
the ufe of the IransfufionefBloud (at it was there noified) had affured them , 
That he , never heard,t hat any A/agifirate in England had fo much at concerned 
rhemfelves in this matter ■, and after that alfo the /aid Author had dejired par¬ 
ticular information of the Intrigues, ufedinthofe parts to perplexe the matter of 
fa fit in the practice of the Tr nsfufion on a certain di/trabted man at Paris j 
Afon(ieurT)eri\swas ptcafid to oblige the Publisher by giving him thf Infor¬ 
mation as it was printed at Paris with priviledge • which was thought fit to be 
here infected in pMgdthyhe better tofatisfe the Intjuifitive of thefe parts about 
the faid matter of Fall, and candidly to declare the truth of that whole affair. 

S ir, you have fenfibly obliged me to have affured me by your Letter of 
April29, That the Magistrate of London had not at all concern'd them- 
felves to prohibit the Pratfice of the Transfufion of Blond j and that that 
operation had been hitherto pradifed with good fuccefs on Brutes, and 
without any ill confequence upon a Man. The Enemies of New Difcove- 
ry’s had taken fo great care of publifhing every where this falfe News to 
decry this Experiment, that there needed anauthentick teftimohy to dif- 
abufe the multitude. If one flhould undertake to diflipate all the falfe ru¬ 
mors, they fpread touching this matter, one fliould never lay afide the Pen • 
but the beft of it is, that men of diferetion do fo much difdain thefe wild re¬ 
ports, that they hearken no more to them but with difguft. And a s to me,I 
was refoiv’d to write no more of it, until feme new Experiments had firft 
countenanced my firft Conjedures. But your Lift Letters do fo civilly engage 
me to impart to you the fee ret cab ale , pradifed by fome perfons toem- 
barafs the Hiftory of that Mad man, that was cured fix moneths ago by the 
means of the Transfufion , that I could not omit fending you the fumme of 
what hath hitherto pafs’d upon that fi,bjed,expeding mean time,what the 
Parliament of Paris , who, I believe, will be the Judges and Arbitrators 
thereof, (hall determine therein. 

You already know, that the Transfufion of Calves-blond did fo temper the 
exceflive heat of the Bloud of the Mad man,who for four moneths had run 
naked up and down the ftreets night, nd day ■ that he fell afleep two hours 
after the Operation, and that after ten hours fleep he awaken’d being in 
good fenfe, and that he remain’d in that good condition about two 
Moneths, until the too frequent Company w'ith his Wife,and his debauches 
in Wine,Tobacco, and Strong Waters had call him into a very violent and 
dangerous Feaver. 

You may alfo have heard, how that this Operation had eflfe&s quite con¬ 
trary at the fame time, and that for one Brain cooled thereby, it fired many 
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forafmuchasby curing the Riadnefs of one poor Wretch, it difturbed the 
Wits of many mch, asaim at nothing, but to fignalize themfelves by oppofing 
all new Difcoverie?, which themfelves are not capable to make. It was in¬ 
deed but three or four days after that this man was recover’d,that fomema- 
firious fpirits began to publi(h,that he died under our hands,and that we had 
put an end to his Extravagancies by putting an end to his Life. This fi;ft 
Story having been convifted of falfity, they mended the tale, and were re- 
folv'd to make people believe, he was relapfed into his former madne% and 
even was grown worie than ever. This obliged the Eirll Preiident and ma¬ 
ny other perfons of quality to fend for him to their houfes, to examine the 
truth themfelves whoafcer they had entertain’d him awhile, were all fatif 
fied of the good effed of the Transfufion, and that thofe wanted no malice, 
who reported things fo contrary to what they faw with their .own Eyes, 

Thefe things yon may have learned from our formerly printed Letters 
but what perh p$ you know not yet, is, l hat thefe Envious fpirits were not 
the only ones that were troubled at this Cure, [he wife of the Patient was 
moll allirum’dat it,though (he us'd artifice enough to (hew us the contrary, 
and to perfuade us, that (he thought on nothing elfe, but to relieve him in 
his diftempers. The truth is, that this man having been a (race 

a Valet ie Chambre^ had no profeftion, that could bring in a fubfillence for 
bis family. A Lady of quality .whom he had ferved,had indeed promis’d to 
preferrhim, but his deplorable condition of health proved an obftacle to 
the performance of that proimfe. And indeed the time of hismadnefs was 
not fo trotiblefome to his wife, than as of his being in his wits•, for where¬ 
as (he had her freedom to make certain vifics, and to live as (he lifted, when 
hew s not at home, but ran up and down,and even lay at night in theftreetS; 
(he was on the contrary in great pain, when he c me to ftay at home, be- 
caufe he obfervedher narrowly, and could not forbear reproaching her, for 
having often attempted to poifon him ; now and then expreftlng al(o fome 
Jealoufie, he had conceiv’d aginfther comportment, Thefe are the com- 
pl ints,(heher felf hath often nrde to credible perfons,who thought them- 
lelves obliged to depofe it Judici ally, thereby to difcover the mif-underftand- 
ing, which doubtlefs hath been the original of the troubiefome fequel in 
this aff ir. 

And indeed this poor man falling ill again, his wife urged us beyond mea- 
(lire,to try the third iransfufion upon him, infomuch'that fhethreatned, 
(lie would prefent a Petition to the Solicitor General to enjoyn us to do,* 
whit we did abfolutely refufe. At lafl (he ca t e one morning to my houfe, 
and not finding me, (he left word, that (he intre’ttd me to exercife that 
charity as to come after Dinner to her houfe, where would be a certain 
Meeting, I went, and there met H.Smmerez,, and finding a Calf and every 
thing ready for a Transfufion, we would go away, telling her, that her huft- 
bindwas not in a condition for this operation. I hen (he fell down with 
tears in her eyes, and by unwearied clamour (he engaged us not to go away 
without giving her the fatisfuftion, of having tried all poftible means to re¬ 
cover her husband. Her art was great enough to make us condefcend to 
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another trial, to fee whether We could give hip any relief. M. Zmmmz, to 
content her, pa fled a pipe into the vein of the Patients arm; and fince ‘tis 
neceffary to draw away fome of the old bloud,when new is to be infufed,he 
opened a vein in his foot for that end. But a violent fit having feifed on him 
in that inftant, together with a trembling of all his limbs, there iflued no 
bloud out of the foot, nor the arm ; which obliged M YLmmerez, to take 
out the pipe put into the arm, without opening the artery of the Calf,and fo 
without any Transfufion. 

This poor man dying the night after, and that news being brought us, we 
went thither next morning together with M. JLnimmz and another Chirur- 
gion; and remembring the Complaints the dead man had often made of his 
wives attempt to poyfon him ,we would gladly have open’d his Body in the 
prefence of 7. or 8.witnefles. But (he did fo violently oppofe it, that it was 
not pollible for us to execute our defign. We were no fooner gone, but (lie 
beftirr’d her felf exceedingly,as we were inform’d,to bury her husband with 
all fpeed. But being in an indigent condition, (he could not compafs it that 
day. Meantimea famous Phyfitian of the Faculty of /W#,hapning to be 
that night at the houfc of a Lady, w'ho was folici ed for a charity towards 
this Burial, was of the fame mind with us, that his body fhonld be open’d, 
and thereforefent inftantiy for Chirurgions to execute. But (he being re - 
folv’d again!! it, ufed lyes and other arcs to dude this defign. And when we 
threatned her, that we would return next morning, and do the thing by 
force, (he caufed her husband to be buried an hour before day, to prevent 
our opening of him. 

Asfoonashis death was bruited abroad, the Enemies of the Experiment: 
began to triumph, and foon after they publifhc defaming books again!! us. 
I then refolved to be filent,but that filence made our Ad verfaries but keener. 
And I was furprifed, when two moneths after I was advercifed, that there 
were three phyfidans that did not budge from the Wldow,importuning her 
by promifes of a great recompence, onely to let them ufe her name to 
accufe us beforea Court of Jufticefor having contribuc.d to the death of 
her husband by the Transfufion-,and that even they addrefled themfelves 
to the reighbors of this woman to engage them to bear faife witnefsagrinf! 
us. And fome time aftet',this woman, railed by the hopes given her by thofe 
men,came and told us, that fome Phyfitians did extremely foilicit her again!! 
u=, and chat (he had always refufed them, knowing her obligations to us for 
having relieved her husband freely But (he drawing from hence no profit,as 
(he expefted (he (hould,fhe turned her advertisements into menaces, and 
fent us word, that in the prefent necefiity,to wh.ch (lie was reduced.(he was 
obliged to accept of the offer, made her by certain Phyfitians, if we would 
not a (lift her. I fent her this anfwer,that thofe Phyfitians,and her felf flood 
more in needofthe Transfufion thenever her husband had done, and that, 
(or my part, I cared r.ot for her threats. But yet I then thought it time to 
break filence, riot only my interei! being concern’d, but the publick,to dif- 
cover to the world thofe perfons that would be engaged in intrigues fo un¬ 
worthy of Learned men, I complain’d ofstto the Lieutenant in Criminal 
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caufeSjWho prcfcntlv allowed me to inform both ag infl the Widow/and 
thofe that foiliciced her. Some witnefTes having been called before Juilice, 
they depofed againft the three Phyfitians and this Woman, accufing them 
to have fecretly given to her husband certain powders, which might have 
contributed to his death. 

This Information,brought in by five WitnefTes, having been prefented in 
a full Court to the f id Lieutenant by Mr. Dormeffon, the King's Advocat ^ 
V e gave Sentence, That the Woman fhould have a Day fet her,to t appear 
in Perfon to be examined upon my I reformations, and chat in the mean time 
new Informations fhould be taken againft her at the defire ofHisMajefties 
Atturney And becaufe he thought, that there might be danger in per. 
micting indifferently che praftifeof theTransfufion toall forts of perfons, 
he order'd,that for the future it fhould be ufed but by the prefeript of Phy. 
limns: This is, wliat you'l fee more fully in the Sentence it felf • 

An Extract 

Of the Sentence, given at the Chafidet, by the Lieutenant in Criminal 
Qufes, April 17. 1668, i n Paris. 

I N this Caufe, there are proof? s and evidences cf thefe Particulars, 

I. That the Operation of Transfujhn wtis twice performed upon Anthony 
Mauroy, a Madman, and that it was attempted the third time : that itfuc- 
ceeded Jo well thofe two, times, that the Patient Was fen, for tWo moneths after 
it, in his good fences and in per fed health . 

2. That from the time of the two firfi operations his Wife gave him Eggs 
and B rot hes, and Bdded with him four times, m twit hjl an ding the p) ohibitlon of 
thofe, that treated him, and that floe carried bimloher houfc without /peaking 
to them of it, and with great reluStancy of her Hufband* 

3 . That fmee that time, he Went from one Cabaret to another,.anti took, To¬ 
bacco, and falii g ill again , his Wife ordinarily gave him ft rong-Water to drink* 
andBroths ,wherein fhe m'.xed certain Powders ; and that Mauroy , having 
complain d that fhe would Poyfon him, and gave him Arfenic in his Broths >,Jhe 
kindred the Afpft ants to tafte thereof and making a fhow of tafting of it her felf 
cafl it down upon the ground, what fhe had in a Spoon . 

4. That du Mauroy had frequent quarrels with his Wife ftnee, and that fl?e 
fave him many ftrobes, as ficl^as he was, i?ut having once received a box on the 
Eare from him, fhe /aid, he fhould repent it, though he fhould die on't. 

5. That when the Transfufion was attempted the third time, it was at the in~ 
flant requefl of his Wife , thofe that were to performe the operation, refufing to 
do it without permijfion of the Solicitor General •, that feme dayes after that, 
the Operation was begun , but that almofi no blood tffuing neither out of the foot 
nor of the arme of the Patient, a Pipe was inferted, which made him cry out, 
though it appeared not that any blood of the Calfe had pafsd into his veins 1 
that the Operation was given over, and that the Patient died the next night . 

6. That this Woman would no wayes fufftr any to open the body of her Hu ft 
hand} f^jmg } for an Excufe , He was already in the Coffin, when he was not, 
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7» That a good white after the'Dectafe of the /W du Mauroy, three Phyft- 
tims did fo/licit the /aid Woman to take Money r and to make Complaintsythat 
the Transfufon had kill'd her Husband: that Jhe faidy when thofe Perfons 
were gone away from her^that they had been with her upon that account \ and 
that unlefs thefe, that had made the Operation 3 Weald give her wherewith to re¬ 
turn into her Country, (be (hoteld do what thofe others prefed her to : thataWit• 
refs depofeth % that Jhe came to pray him, that he would advertife thofe , who had 
made the Operation, that unlefs they Weald maintain her during her life 3 (he 
Would accept of the Offer made her by the faid Phyftians: that another wit - 
nefs depoftb, that one was come to him from a Phyjitian, and ha[d offtf d him 
ilGdden LouysV^ if he would depcfe,that du Mauroy died in the very ad of 
the Transfufen. 

That the matter was important enough to inquire into the bottom of it • that 
there Was caufe enough to examine this Worn an^ where Jhe had thofe Powders ? 
Why (he had given them to her husband l and by whofe Order? why fje had 
kindred the Opening of the Body by a lie ? That he required, further informa¬ 
tion might be taken about it 3 and jhe in the mean time put in fafe Cuflody . 

That as to the three Phyftians^ whohadfollicited her with Money to Profs - 
cute thofe that had made the Operation, and Who had been feen with her, he dc- 
mandedy that a Day might be fet them to appear in Perfcn. 

La fly 3 that fnce the Transfufon had fucceeded Well the tWo ftrfl times,an^ 
had not been undertaken the third but at the earnefl requeft of the Woman y who 
otherwife had fill obferved the orders of thofe y that had made the operation 3 and 
who Was fufpetted to have caufed the death of her Husband 3 he demanded, that 
■the execution of the decree of prefixing him a day for pcrfonal appearance might 
furceafe. 

whereupon it was decreed$ that theWidew of du Mauroy Jhouldon a fet 
day appear per fondly, and undergo the examination upon the a fledged informati¬ 
ons-, and that more ample informations, jfhculd be made of the Contents in the 
Complaint of Mr . Denys : And then , that for the future no Transfufon 
fijodd be made upon any Human Body but by the Approbation of the Phyftians 
ej the Par if an Faculty . 

Since this Sentence, new Informations ha ve been given in, confidcrably 
Wronger than the former • and Witneflfes have been difcover’ti, to whom 
the Woman had committed it as a truft, that it was Arfenicl (he mingled 
in her Husbands Broths, and even that the deceafed, haying given the rdiof 
one of the Mefles of broth to a Cat, the Animal died of it a few dayes after. 

As to the Transfufion, you fee it is not abfolutely prohibited by this fen- 
fence, there needing no more to pra&ife it, but to have the approbation of 
fome phyfitiansof Paris ; and at this very time there are feven or eight , 
that havefigned the Propofition made for one. ’Tis not, that i would make 
ufe of that Licence for the praftife of this Operation • for the Phyficians of 
MontpelieryRhsimes , and other Univerfitiesof France, who hold at Paris 
the firft places about their Majefties, the Princes and princefles of the blood, 
the chief Magiftrates and other perfons of Quality, find themlelvesin fome 
manner wounded by this fentence. They do not think they are obliged to 



flay for the Judgment of the Doftors of Paris, to enable them to prefcnbe 
an Operation of this nature. Doubtlefsweftr.il in a fhort time have this 
point determin’d and regulated by a higher Jurisdiftion. And I have now 
before me a Paralydck Woman ( a neighbour and friend to her, that was 
cured of the Palfey this way) who is refolved to prefent a Petition to the 
Magiftrate, and therein to defire, the Transfufion may be allowed her. 

Mean time, if ever the Faculty of the Parifean Phyiitians meet upon this 
bafinefsj I do not believe, that they will aft with that precipitancy, as forne 
fancy ■ And as to the Parliament , I do not fee, that thofe, who compofe 
it, are of a refolution to ftrike at this Operation, unlefs it fhould happen, 
th at the Experiments, that may be made before them,fhould not fucceed as 
thofe have done, that have been made hitherto. ’ Tis well known to that 
Courr,that the Faculty made a decree, an hundred years fince, again! Anti¬ 
mony, which was thenufed by thePbyfitians of Montpelier, that,after 
they had given it a place among Poyfens , they obtain’d a fentence, prohibi¬ 
ting the ufe thereof: yet notwithstanding thefe Phyfitians not hiving for¬ 
borne to ufe it under another name, the effefts thereof proved fo'advanta¬ 
ges, and the recovery of our Great Monarch thereby fo famous, that the 
fame Faculty of Paris wasconftrain’d, two years agoe, by a decree to ap¬ 
prove what before they had forbidden, and even demanded an other fen¬ 
tence for permitting the ufe of the fame. 

This Example alone will not let them go fo fa ft for the future upon the 
like Occafionsbefides that the time, wherein we are, feernes to be 
much more favourable for New Difcoveries, than it was an Age agoe. His 
Majefty, how much foever taken up in the Government of hisKingdome, 
and in his Viftories and Triumphs, is not wanting to give a very particular 
encouragement and proteftion to Learned and 1 nquifirive Men: And at a 
time, when his faid Majefty fends all over the World recompences and 
gratifications to thofe, that cultivate Sciences , I cannot believe, that in his 
Dominions there will be found Magiftrate$,ref >lved to condemne perfons, 
tint have no other Crime, than that of confecrating all their intereft and la¬ 
bour to the Progrefs and Advancement of Knowledge and NewDifcove^ 
nes. I ftiall not faile, punftually to impart to you the iflfue of this af¬ 
faire , in the meane time believe me, 

Paris, May 15. 1668. tour &c. 

An Account of t\\'o Books. 

I THE PROGEES and ADVANCEMENT OF KNOW¬ 
LEDGE fence the day es of ARISTOTLE-, in an Account of 
feme of the tnofl remarkable late Improvements of ufeefv.l Learning . 
j5jpjOS. GLANV1LL, London in 8 ° Printed for James Collins; 

T He chiefe defign of the Difcourfe in this Book is, to encourage more 
and more the free and better difpofed fpirits to a vigorous endea¬ 
vour in thepurfuits offuch knowledge, s may really enrich theunderft r.d- 
ing of Man, and more amply provide for the Neceffities and Accemmodati- 
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